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Wisdom’s House Briefmail: Remembering Membership.  
 

Comparing the Modern Cultural Church and Early Church in New Covenant Community. 
 

 

Dismembering a thawed chicken was just short of a traumatic experience for me. Sharp knife, slippery 
chicken, and partially numb fingers, not a good combination. I willingly bowed in reverence to my Ninja-Jedi 
wife as she made short work of my hack job. The chicken was successfully in recognizable pieces; 
dismembered. The meaning behind membership in Christ’s Body must be re-membered because, through 

neglect and carelessness the definition has been dismembered. Is it possible the Christ’s Body has also been 
dismembered?  
 

The idea of being a member in Christ’s Body is beyond our comprehension – it is a mystery and a miracle. 
Membership lists, databases, mailings, emailings, facebook postings, etc. are all helpful in coordinating 
groups of people, but aren’t they also how most of us see membership in the church? Don’t we know 
“membership” in a way that reflects a whole separate world-view regarding the meaning of being members of 
Jesus’ Church, His Body.  
 

What holds Christ’s Body together? Are there ways that we think, and therefore act, what cause us to dwell 
in a continual state of “virtual unity” that is in reality fragmentation and disintegration. If we were to desire to 
“re-member” Christ’s Body, how would we start? These questions are worth asking and worth dedicating time 
and energy to seeking the answers. After all, if we are calling ourselves The Body of Christ, surely we are also 

willing to give everything to become ONE as He and His Father are one . . . aren’t we?  
 

Comparing Biblical Membership with our Modern Cultural definition will help us know how to repent. 
Below is one comparison between the Modern Cultural Churches approach to membership with the ideas 
that are reflected in the Bible and the Early Church – ideas that are also cultivated in a way of life called 
New Covenant Community. Below we look specifically at how both “ways” approach the idea of maturity.  
 

Modern Cultural Churches approach to maturity. My experience as a ‘member’ and also a pastor 
in the modern cultural church is that membership has little to nothing to do with a given path to 

maturity.  Though the five-fold gifts are acknowledged in some circles, a conviction that their 
purpose is to maturity in the Body is not a living reality.  It seems there are other reasons and motives 
for apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. There might be a new believer’s class, and 
then other classes or groups that you can be involved in, but not a clear direction or vision for 
maturity in Christ given for all who were members. One might be considered mature if they were 
attending regularly, or if they were in leadership of some kind. There is a sense that, once you 
became a leader, you have demonstrated some form of maturity, but the choosing is largely need 
driven. So, even if you are not mature, the need to fill a position presses the process forward, and 
soon there is a relinquishing of the stewardship all have for the process of maturity. It is a set-up for 
having people with unfinished identity issues who are in leadership, and also the beginning of what 
eventually becomes Team A and Team B Christians. There is then, also, a continued reducing of the 
sacred keep of being identified as a member of Christ and His Body, and walking a course that will 

lead to maturity. 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2413 Hampshire Sq. Fort Collins, CO 80526   719-659-2759 
brett@wisdomshouse.org     www.wisdomshouse.org 

Early Church and New Covenant Community approach to maturity. If you are a member, there is a 

sense of a beginning and a goal for each one; i.e. maturity in love for Christ and others. There is an 
understanding that one can’t understand it all at once and therefore must be asking and seeking - 
continually. All are disciples, which is define by Webster simply as "student", and are given one 
invitation,  
 

"Join us on the journey of repentance. Cross required." 
 

Great humility is required. Being a listener and a student capture the essence of what Jesus meant 
with the idea of being a disciple, and what it meant to be a member of His Body. A maturing process 
was expected, and still is today where there is revelation of becoming a member of Christ’s Body. 
This cannot be accomplished on Sundays, it requires a whole way of life, hence the way of the early 
church was intentional New Covenant Community. So, when one is seeking to become a member 
they know they will look different at the end; mature in Christ as a member of His Body.  

 

Why is it important? When there is no clear vision for maturing then the end result is perpetual immaturity. 
Where there is intentional New Covenant Community, as in the early church, there is a sense of entering into 
a place where your process into maturity is for the sole purpose of blessing the Lord, His Body, and releasing 
His Kingdom. Everything else in ones life becomes increasingly secondary. This is surely what many today, who 
are followers of Christ, desire, but few have a place to walk it out. Hence the need for repentance into a 
way of life for all who are the Church and Body of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 


