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Wisdom’s House Briefmail: Father Hunger. (click here for pdf) 

Understanding the necessity for a culture of fathers and a true masculinity within the Church. 

 

We often think masculinity has to do with ‘man-badges’.  Knowing how to change the oil in his car, opening 
doors for women, playing football, or knowing how to cook a steak, are cultural badges we think identify 
masculinity.  The problem is, because of our fatherlessness, all we have are badges.  Masuculinity has nothing 
to do with throwing a football correctly; masculinity begins in the heart of a man. We have lost the heart of 
masculinity because we have lost our fathers. 

 
David Blankenhorn writes, 
  

‘The United States is becoming an increasingly fatherless society. A generation ago, an 
American child could reasonably expect to grow up with his or her father. Today, an 
American child can reasonably expect not to.”i 

 

Our radical sons are just as fatherless. In the last decade there has been an outpouring of fiery young men 
who want to live radically for the Lord. We serve for years as intercessory missionaries and youth leaders. We 
hold prayer gatherings and dedicate seasons for Nazarite vows and fasting. But these are still badges. Many 
are just as confused about being a man of God, much less being a father. We can fill our lapels with badges, 
but do we understand how to be fathers? Do we understand the heart of our masculine identity? 

 

What does true masculinity look like? In his latest book “Father Hunger” Doug Wilson says,  

 

“Masculinity is the glad assumption of sacrificial responsibility.” 
 
He goes on to say, “A man who assumes responsibility is learning masculinity, and a culture that encourages 
men to take responsibility is a culture that is a friend to masculinity.”ii  So, the Church is to provide a way of 
life for men of all ages to practice sacrificial responsibility; laying down their lives generously, just like the 
One who was the perfect representation of The Father, Jesus. 

 

The Church needs a culture of godly fathers who are living definitions of true masculinity.  We must 
embrace the right understanding of a father’s role in shaping true masculinity and inculcate our children with 

such a culture so that they can live it throughout their lives. And as the Church recognizes the godly hearts 

of her fathers, such rare masculinity should be flaunted. A father is to pick up his calling and put it on like a 
coat, covered in godly, masculine badges. (Mk 8:34) When this happens, “the disobedient will turn to the 
wisdom of the righteous.” (Luke 1:17) 
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Wilson later writes, 
 
“Fathers need to be masculine, and they need culturally assigned ways to express it 
profitably. In order to be biological fathers, men simply need to be male, but to be real 
fathers they need to be masculine. Moreover, they need to be seen as being masculine.”iii 

 
Yes, we need the badges, but they must come from the hammering in of masculinity through fathers.  Rites of 
passage and driver’s licenses have a place, just as long as they are the result of dads teaching sons a way 

of life that exemplifies true masculinity. (Mal. 4:5)  

 

How do we prepare the fatherless for fatherhood? The beauty of the vision of Wisdoms Houses is that 
young men and women can join a vision-compelled and pastored household within the Church. Daily life in a 
Wisdom’s House shapes radical desires into a way of life that will grow - even when married and building a 
family. This results in men and women who live out sacrificial responsibility and understand their place as 
members of the Father’s Family. In the end, all the fiery conversations of radical singlehood continue on 
around family dinner tables, while the pangs of father hunger fade into the shadows of a way of life never to 
be repeated; and a father-strong generation rises as the church that the gates of hell will not prevail 
against. 
 

Resources: 

 
Father Hunger – Doug Wilson http://amzn.to/MHMOcx 
 
Fatherless in America – David Blankenhorn http://amzn.to/MaatUn 
 
Video “Father Hunger in Leading in the Home” – Doug Wilson (given at the Desiring God 2011, Pastor’s 
Conference) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPvcpXe5Iws 
 
Wisdoms House Briefmail: “A New Generation of Husbands and Fathers” http://bit.ly/LmpNfR 
 
Comment on Wisdoms House facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/wisdomshouse 

 
Contact the author of this Briefmail: johnmark@wisdomshouse.org 
 
                                                           
i  Blankenhorn, David. Fatherless in America. New York: Harper Collins, 1995, 1. 
ii  Wilson, Douglas. Father Hunger. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2012, 41. 
iii  Ibid., Wilson, 37. 
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